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Otherwise Homeless
Introduction
“Otherwise Homeless: Vehicle Living and the Culture of Homelessness” is one of the interesting books written by Michele Wakin’s. The book's main context is to expose the various forms of homelessness, where the writer placed more focus on vehicle living. Homelessness is a state of living in shelters or houses that are below the minimum standards. Generally, those places are not secure. They include living on streets, living in vehicles, staying in temporary shelters like in a friend's house, and others who are "at risk of homelessness" like vehicle living. However, Wakin’s narration mentions some of the possible factors that could cause vehicle living, including instability of housing, lack of social support, or even unstable income. Another reason could be losing a home, and one decides to purchase an RV or used car to live in or even developing an interest in living in a vehicle. In my view, those people living in vehicles haven nomadic kind of lifestyle.   
In her book, Wakin explored those people who live in their vehicles without considering small vehicles like cars or big ones. Also, she added that those living in vehicles have different characteristics and experience different challenges than those who live in shelters or urban camps. Living in vehicles is just like living in other shelters like home. It provides safety, mobility, privacy, and it might be someone's biggest asset, just like owning a home.  
From the author's narration, living in a vehicle has got advantages and disadvantages. Wakin came out clear while mentioning some of the reasons why people live in vehicles. She stated that vehicles provide privacy, autonomy and a little bit safer than other shelters, especially those on the streets. This shows clearly that people who live in vehicles get private spaces that are free from conflicts and interruptions that one might face while living in the streets. It is a logging for more adventure, freedom, and exploration. Some living environments like in streets have unrest and conflicts that don't give someone adventure and freedom. There are a lot of crime scenes and an unconducive environment that creates tension every time.     
The idea that everywhere is a home supports living in vehicles. This is effective, especially if one can work at home or anywhere provided that there are good security and internet connectivity. With that, any person is free to live wherever he/she is interested, like living close to your friends or the best place he/she loves most for nature. 
Wakin’s story teaches how one can learn to live a practical life when living in a vehicle. A vehicle is a technical machine and needs some attention, so when living in a vehicle, it can break down anytime, and one must know how to fix it. Also, if anything unexpected happens to the vehicle, one must know how to solve it quickly and properly. This can help in developing problem-solving skills, adaptability, and creativity in life. Also, living in a vehicle exposes one to meet more new people and make friends; therefore, it helps someone build his communication skills with different people. Living in a permanent shelter like a home doesn’t allow such exposure because you will only meet your relatives.       
Despite the advantages of living in vehicles, there are also some disadvantages accompanied by it. At first, it is challenging to purchase and maintain a vehicle because it requires many resources like financial stability and responsibilities. Any individual living in the vehicle must have adequate financial resources and legal and social responsibilities. Lack of enough space is also a limitation while living in a vehicle. The actual quantity of space available in the vehicle is very small, making someone have fewer belongings. This makes it very challenging and irritating, especially when you want to clean and keep it tidy because dust combines with moisture at night. It's irritating, and someone feels to have something wide and spacious that can accommodate more things.    
Another disadvantage is that the hygiene condition when living in a vehicle is poor. Vehicles do not provide a constant flow of water that one can use anytime he/she wants. Even if the vehicle has a water tank, I believe it will not be big enough to store more water for use; therefore, it requires regular refilling. This situation can even subject one to have priorities, especially when using it. Someone would rather choose to wash dishes and clothes than washing his/her hair or taking a shower. However, the main struggle will be finding a place to wash the clothes and dishes whenever you need them. Generally, the state of hygiene can be very pathetic. You must pay more attention to this kind of lifestyle. It's imperative to stay in an environment that water is available and a good toiletry kit for better hygiene. Most other forms of homes, including streets, have a water supply and proper disposal areas that keep their hygiene good. I think this is the most prominent negativity associated with living in vehicles.
Conclusion 
The book by Michele Wakin gives a clear oversight of the advantages and disadvantages of living in vehicles. The narrations used by the author illustrate the various states of homelessness. From the story's reflection, living in a vehicle can be classified as being homeless or not, depending on the factor that caused it. It is very interesting while living in a vehicle, but it is also a crucial aspect of life. I don't think people should have such kind of life; instead, they should look for other forms of more spacious and secure homes.        
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